Amendments to the Claims: 

Please cancel Claims 1, 8, 15, 24, and 35 without prejudice. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
wherein said broadcast information is a radio program. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
wherein said broadcast information is a television program. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
wherein said broadcast information is a computer program. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
further comprising; th e st e p of g) i n r e sponse to sa i d first us e r d e v i c e shutting 
down, caus i ng sa i d s e cond us e r d e vic e to commun i cat e a fourth str e am 
r e pr e s e nt i ng sa i d broadca s t i nformat i on to sa i d th i rd us e r d e v i c e 

transmitting said broadcast information to said first user device from a 

server; 
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in response to said first user device shutting down and in response to 
instructions from said transmission scheduler, creating a third communication 
link with said server; and 

receiving said broadcast information from said server via said third 
communication link . 

6. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
further compr i sing th e st e ps of: 

add i ng a fourth us e r d e vic e on said I nt e rn e t; and 

caus i ng said s e cond us e r d e v i c e to commun i cat e a fourth str e am 

repr e s e nt i ng sa i d broadcast information to sa i d fourth us e r d e v i c e sending 
status update messages to said transmission scheduler . 

7. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4 45 
further comprising th e st e ps of: 

adding a fourth us e r dov i co on sa i d Int e rn e t; and 

caus i ng sa i d s e rv e r to commun i cato a fourth stream r e pr e s e nting said 

broadcast i nformation to sa i d fourth us e r d e v i ce while receiving said broadcast 
information and in response to instructions from said transmission scheduler 
creating a third communication link with a third user device: and 

retransmitting said broadcast information to said third user device to 

render to a third user via said third communication link . 

8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim 8 46 
wh e r ei n said st e p of ach ie v i ng broadcast i ng furth e r comprises tho st e ps of: 

e stabl i sh i ng d i rect commun i cat i on li nks betw ee n r e sp e ctiv e ones of said 
first group of e le ctron i c d e v i c e s and said s e cond group of el e ctronic d e v i c e s; 

onri 

□ I I vi 

i nstruct i ng sa i d f i rst group of ele ctron i c d e v i c e s to transm i t sa i d broadcast 

i nformat i on to sa i d s e cond group of el e ctron i c d e v i ces via sa i d d i r e ct 
commun i cation l i nks further comprising: 

in response to said first electronic device shutting down and in 
response to instructions from said transmission scheduler, creating a third 
communication link between said electronic device and a second electronic 
device of said group: and 

receiving said broadcast information from said second electronic device 
via said third communication link . 

10. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim © 46 
further comprising th e st e p of periodically sending status update messages from 
said electronic device to said transmission scheduler updat i ng status of said f i rst 
and s e cond groups of e l e ctronic d e v i c e s . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim 40 46 
furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e p of by passing i nact i v e e l e ctron i cs d e vic e s of s ai d first 



CIMCT-006.CPA 
Serial No. 09/253,117 



Page 4 



Examiner: BROWN, R. 
Group Art Unit: 2611 



group by r e routing said d i r e ct commun i cat i on l i nks wherein said broadcast 
information is a radio program . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim 40 46 
furth e r compris i ng th e st e p of t e rm i n a t i ng d i r e ct communicat i ons l i nks that ar e 
associat e d with i nact i v e e l e ctron i c d e v i c e s of sa i d first and said s e cond group 
wherein said broadcast information is a television program . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim § 46 
wh e r ei n sa i d first and s e cond groups of ele ctron i c d e v i c e s e ach compr i s e s a 
comput e r syst e m configur e d for r e c ei v i ng sa i d broadcast i nformat i on and for 
forward i ng sa i d broadcast i nformat i on wherein said broadcast information is a 
computer program . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim % 46 
wherein said network of electronic devices comprises the Internet. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim +§ 47 
wherein said broadcast information is an audio program. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim +5 47 
wherein said broadcast information is a visual program. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim +5 47 
wherein said broadcast information is a radio program. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 45 47 
wherein said broadcast information is a computer program. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim +5 47 
furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e p of g) i n r e spons e to sa i d first us e r d o v i c e shutting 
down, causing said s e cond us e r d e v i c e to communicat e a fourth d i gital str e am 
r e pr e s e nt i ng said broadcast informat i on to sa i d th i rd us e r d e v i ce wherein said 
first broadcast source is a first user device . 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4S 47 
furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e p of commun i cat i ng a fourth d i gita l str e am 
r e pr e s e nt i ng said broadcast information to a fourth us e r d e vic e , sa i d st e p of 
communicating a fourth d i g i tal str e am p e rform e d by said s e cond us e r d e v i c e 
wherein said second broadcast source is a server . 

22. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 4£ 47 furth e r 
compris i ng th e st e p of commun i cat i ng a fourth d i g i ta l str e am r e pr e s e nt i ng sa i d 
broadcast i nformat i on to a fourth us e r d e v i c e , sa i d st e p of commun i cat i ng a 
fourth d i g i ta l str e am p e rform e d by said f i rst us e r d e v i c e while receiving said 
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broadcast information and in response to instructions from said transmission 
scheduler, creating a third communication link with a broadcast target: and 

retransmitting said broadcast information to said broadcast target via 

said third communication link . 

23. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 45 22 
furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e ps of: 

communicat i ng a fourth d i gital str e am r e pr e s e nt i ng sa i d broadcast 

i nformat i on to a fourth us e r d e v i c e , sa i d st e p of commun i cat i ng a fourth d i gital 
str e am p e rform e d by sa i d th i rd usor dev i ce; and 

said fourth us e r d e v i c e r e nd e ring said broadcast i nformation th e r e on 

wherein said broadcast target is a first user device for rendering said broadcast 
information to a first user . 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 48 
wherein said transmission scheduler furth e r is coupled to the Internet and for 
sch e du li ng and ma i nta i ning commun i cation l i nks b e tw ee n sa i d s e rv e r, said 
first us e r d e v i c e , sa i d s e cond us e r d e v i c e and sa i d th i rd us e r d e vic e. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 25 48 
wherein said first, s e cond and th i rd user devices register with said 
transmission scheduler before receiving said broadcast information. 
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27. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 48 
wherein said broadcast information is an audio program. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 48 
wherein said broadcast information is a visual program. 

29. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 48 
wherein said broadcast information is a radio program. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 48 
wherein said broadcast information is a computer program. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 2§ 48 
wherein sa i d transm i ss i on sch e du le r, i n r e spons e to sa i d first us e r d e v i c e 
shutting down, is for caus i ng said s e cond us e r d e vic e to commun i cat e a fourth 
d i g i ta l str e am r e pr e s e nting said broadcast information to said th i rd us e r d e v i c e 
while said second user device is receiving said broadcast information, said 
transmission scheduler is operable to send instructions to said second user 
device to create a third communication link with a third user device to 
retransmit said broadcast information to said third user device via said third 
communication link to receive and to render said broadcast information. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 2§ 31 
further compris i ng a fourth us e r d e v i ce r e g i st e r i ng w i th sa i d transmiss i on 
sch e du le r and wh e r e in sa i d s e cond us e r d e v i c e i s configur e d to communicat e 
a fourth digita l str e am r e pr e s e nting said broadcast i nformat i on to sa i d fourth 
us e r d e v i ce wherein in response to said second user device shutting down, 
said transmission scheduler is operable to send instructions to said first user 
device to create a fourth communication link with said third user device to 
retransmit said broadcast information to said third user device via said fourth 
communication link to receive and to render said broadcast information . 

33. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 24 32 
furth e r compr i s i ng a fourth us e r d e v i c e r e g i st e r i ng with said transm i ss i on 
sch e du le r and wh e r ei n sa i d f i rst us e r d e v i c e i s conf i gur e d to commun i cat e a 
fourth digita l str e am r e pr e s e nting said broadcast i nformation to said fourth 
us e r d e vice wherein in response to said first user device shutting down, said 
transmission scheduler is operable to send instructions to one of said servers 
to create a fifth communication link with said third user device to retransmit 
said broadcast information to said third user device via said fifth 
communication link to receive and to render said broadcast information . 

34. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 2§ 48 furth e r 
compr i s i ng a fourth us e r d e v i ce r e g i st e r i ng w i th sa i d tr a nsm i ss i on sch e du le r and 
wh e r ei n said th i rd us e r d e v i c e i s configur e d to commun i cat e a fourth dig i ta l 
str e am r e pr e s e nting sa i d broadcast i nformation to sa i d fourth us e r dev i c e and 
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whoro i n sa i d fourth us e r d e v i c e i s for r e nder i ng said broadcast i nformat i on 
th e reon wherein said transmission scheduler is operable to receive status update 
messages from said user devices . 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 49 
wherein said first, s e cond and th i rd user devices register with said 
transmission scheduler before receiving said broadcast information. 

37. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 49 
wherein said broadcast information is an audio program. 

38. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 49 
wherein said broadcast information is a visual program. 

39. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 49 
wherein said broadcast information is a radio program. 

40. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 35 49 
wherein said broadcast information is a computer program. 

41 . (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 35 49 
wh e r ei n sa i d transm i ss i on sch e du le r, i n r e spons e to sa i d first us e r d e v i c e 
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shutting down, i s for caus i ng sa i d second us e r d e v i ce to commun i cato a fourth 
d i gita l str e am r e pr e s e nt i ng said broadcast informat i on to sa i d th i rd us e r d e v i ce 
while said third user device is receiving said broadcast information, said 
transmission scheduler is operable to send instructions to said third user 
device to create a third communication link with a fourth user device to 
retransmit said broadcast information to said fourth user device via said third 
communication link to receive and to render said broadcast information . 

42. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 36 41 
furth e r compr i s i ng a fourth us e r d e v i ce r e g i st e r i ng w i th sa i d transm i ss i on 
sch e duler and wh e r ei n sa i d s e cond us e r d e v i c e is configured by sa i d 
transm i ss i on sch e du l er to commun i cat e a fourth d i g i tal str e am r e pr e s e nt i ng 
sa i d broadcast i nformat i on to sa i d fourth usor dev i c e wherein in response to 
said third user device shutting down, said transmission scheduler is operable 
to send instructions to said second user device to create a fourth 
communication link with said fourth user device to retransmit said broadcast 
information to said fourth user device via said fourth communication link to 
receive and to render said broadcast information . 

43. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 42 
furth e r compr i s i ng a fourth us e r dev i c e r e gist e r i ng with said transm i ss i on 
sch e dul e r and where i n said first us e r d e v i c e is configur e d by said transmiss i on 
sch e du le r to commun i cat e a fourth d i gita l str e am r e pr e s e nting sa i d broadc a st 
i nformation to said fourth us e r d e v i ce wherein in response to said second user 
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device shutting down, said transmission scheduler is operable to send 
instructions to said first user device to create a fifth communication link with 
said fourth user device to retransmit said broadcast information to said fourth 
user device via said fifth communication link to receive and to render said 
broadcast information . 

44. (Currently Amended) A system as described in Claim 3§ 49 furth e r 
compr i s i ng a fourth us e r d e v i c e r e gist e r i ng w i th said transm i ss i on sch e du le r and 
wh e r ei n said third us e r d e vic e i s conf i gur e d by said transmiss i on sch e dul e r to 
commun i cat e a fourth d i g i ta l str e am r e pr e s e nt i ng sa i d broadcast informat i on to 
said fourth us e r d e v i c e and whoro i n sa i d fourth us e r d e v i ce i s for render i ng said 
broadcast information th e r e on wherein said transmission scheduler is operable 
to receive status update messages from said user devices . 

45. (New) A method of communicating broadcast information, said 
method comprising: 

receiving a list comprising a plurality of different content selections; 

sending a content selection to a transmission scheduler; 

after said content selection is sent and in response to instructions from 
said transmission scheduler, creating a first communication link with a first user 
device that is receiving and rendering to a first user broadcast information 
representing said content selection; 

receiving said broadcast information to render to a user from said first 
user device via said first communication link; 
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while receiving said broadcast information and in response to instructions 
from said transmission scheduler, creating a second communication link with a 
second user device; and 

retransmitting said broadcast information to said second user device to 
render to a second user via said second communication link. 

46. (New) A method of broadcasting information over a network of 
electronic devices, said method comprising: 

receiving a list comprising a plurality of different content selections at an 
electronic device; 

sending a content selection to a transmission scheduler; 

after said content selection is sent and in response to instructions from 
said transmission scheduler, creating a first communication link between said 
electronic device and a first electronic device of a group of electronic devices 
that are receiving and rendering broadcast information representing said content 
selection; 

receiving said broadcast information to render from said first electronic 
device via said first communication link; 

while receiving said broadcast information and in response to instructions 
from said transmission scheduler, creating a second communication link 
between said electronic device and a different electronic device; and 

retransmitting said broadcast information to said different electronic 
device to render via said second communication link. 
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47. (New) A method of communicating broadcast information, said 
method comprising: 

receiving a list comprising a plurality of different content selections; 

sending a content selection to a transmission scheduler; 

after said content selection is sent and in response to instructions from 
said transmission scheduler, creating a first communication link with a first 
broadcast source which is transmitting broadcast information representing said 
content selection; 

receiving said broadcast information to render to a user from said first 
broadcast source via said first communication link; 

if said first broadcast source becomes unavailable and in response to 
instructions from said transmission scheduler, creating a second communication 
link with a second broadcast source which is transmitting said broadcast 
information; and 

receiving said broadcast information from said second broadcast source 
via said second communication link. 

48. (New) A system for communicating broadcast information 
comprising: 

a transmission scheduler operable to receive content selections from user 
devices, wherein each content selection is from a list comprising a plurality of 
different content selections; and 

one or more servers operable to transmit broadcast information 
representing one or more of said content selections, wherein said transmission 
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scheduler is operable to send instructions to one of said servers to create a first 
communication link with a first user device based on said content selection of 
said first user device to receive and to render broadcast information representing 
said content selection of said first user device, and wherein while said first user 
device is receiving said broadcast information, said transmission scheduler is 
operable to send instructions to said first user device to create a second 
communication link with a second user device to retransmit said broadcast 
information to said second user device via said second communication link to 
receive and to render said broadcast information. 

49. (New) A system for communicating broadcast information 
comprising: 

a transmission scheduler operable to receive content selections from user 
devices, wherein each content selection is from a list comprising a plurality of 
different content selections, wherein said transmission scheduler is operable to 
send instructions to a first user device to create a first communication link with a 
second user device based on said content selection of said second user device 
to receive and to render broadcast information representing said content 
selection of said second user device, and wherein while said second user device 
is receiving said broadcast information, said transmission scheduler is operable 
to send instructions to said second user device to create a second 
communication link with a third user device to retransmit said broadcast 
information to said third user device via said second communication link to 
receive and to render said broadcast information. 
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